
MUED 5510: Philosophical Foundations & Principles of Music Teaching 
Syllabus, Fall 2019 
T 5-7:50p MU321 

 
Syllabus 

 
Course Description (from catalog): Analysis of education objectives in music 
as related to practical concerns of the music teacher; justifications and rationales for 
music instruction in public schools. 
	
Course Goals: 
This course is intended to help students develop an understanding of the 
philosophical foundations of music education, particularly as it relates to music 
in schools in the United States. Students are encouraged to develop 
philosophical concepts that apply to their specific context as a music teacher 
and/or performer. 
 
This course will function as a seminar. At times, I will function as the discussion 
leader or “deliverer of content,” but lecturing will be kept to a minimum. 
Therefore, it is imperative that each of you comes to class having thoughtfully 
prepared the material for that session, including careful reading (and re-
reading), note-taking, and question-constructing. This class will be what we 
make of it, and group dynamics will play a significant role. Reasoned debate is 
crucial to developing philosophy—only through lively discussion will we make 
progress in philosophical understanding. Therefore, it is essential that everyone 
contribute to class discussions to help move our thinking forward and in new 
directions. Most importantly, please prepare yourself to be pushed out of 
your comfort zone and to take on challenging ideas. To think 
philosophically, we must be able to grapple with ideas that may be contrary 
to our long-held beliefs and assumptions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructor: Dr. Sean Powell    Telephone: 940.565.3713 
Office: MU 302      E-mail: sean.powell@unt.edu 
Office Hours: by appointment 
	



Required Texts: 
Allsup, R. E. (2016). Remixing the Classroom: Toward an Open Philosophy of 

Music Education. Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press. 
 
Elliott, D. J., & Silverman, M. (2015). Music Matters: A Philosophy of Music 

Education (2nd. ed). New York, NY: Oxford University Press.  
 
Reimer, B. (1989). A Philosophy of Music Education (2nd ed.). Englewood Cliffs, 

NJ: Prentice Hall. 
*This edition is permanently out-of-print. I will provide scans of the readings 
from this text on Canvas. 
 
Journals: 
Action, Criticism, and Theory for Music Education 
Philosophy of Music Education Review 
 
Recommended Podcast: 
Philosophize This! by Stephen West. Available for free at philosophizethis.org, 
iTunes, Spotify, YouTube…etc. (Transcripts of each episode are available on the 
home website). 
 
Attendance and Participation:  
Attendance at all class sessions is mandatory. Because this course will be 
discussion-based, and we will learn from each other, there is no way to “make-up” 
missed days. If unforeseen circumstances occur which will require you to miss class, 
please speak with me privately.  
 
Your participation is vital to this course. Full participation requires that you read 
(and re-read), take detailed notes, and come up with discussion questions/points for 
each class meeting. Do not be afraid to speak up and ask questions! It is very likely 
that others in the class have the same questions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assignments: 
 
Weekly Questions/Discussion Prompts (45%, completion only)  
For each class session you will have two assignments: 
 
1) I will provide a question or prompt based on the readings. Construct a written 
response to this question/prompt. 
 
2) You will also construct a question or discussion prompt of your own to share 
with the class. This item should be inspired by and related to the required 
readings for that class session. These questions or prompts can take any form, 
but here are some suggestions: 

• A question that you asked yourself during/after reading. Perhaps 
something needs clarification, you just want it explained a different way, 
you want to see it from another angle, or you want more information. 

• Maybe you’re curious what your classmates and I think about something. 
That would be a great question to ask. 

• Maybe you strongly agree or strongly disagree with something from the 
readings (I really hope this happens quite a bit). That would be a really 
interesting way to start a discussion. If you disagree, though, be prepared 
to tell us why and to defend your position. 

• Maybe you want to play Devil’s Advocate. Sounds fun. 
• Perhaps you can think of a scenario (either real or imagined) in which this 

issue could play out in a difficult or interesting way. You should propose 
that scenario! 

 
Please email me both your answer and question/prompt no later than 1 hour 
before each class (sean.powell@unt.edu). Please include the question in the 
body of the email, not as an attachment. I will use these questions/answers as 
discussion prompts for the class session. 
 
Logical Fallacies Assignment (5%, completion only) 
Find a logical fallacy in a media source (print or A/V). Share with the class on 
Canvas by 10/1. 
 
 
 
 
 



Final Project (50%, graded) 
 
Masters Students (MM & MMEd) 
Choose one of the following: 
 
1) A podcast (in the style of Philosophize This! (see above)) that outlines your 
philosophy of music education as applied to your context. The podcast should 
be between 15 and 20 minutes, and it should explain in detail your philosophy, 
complete with citations and quotes where appropriate, that builds from a 
general concept to a specific, applied philosophy in your teaching context. 
Justify your position by referencing other sources and logical argument. You 
may want to begin by surveying other approaches and then developing an 
argument supporting your approach. You will submit this podcast on Canvas to 
share with the class prior to the final exam time. If you are choosing the 
podcast option, a written outline of your podcast is due on 11/5. 
 
-or- 
 
2) A paper of approximately 2500-3000 words that outlines your philosophy of 
music education as applied to your context. In this paper, you should explain in 
detail your philosophy, complete with citations and quotes where appropriate, 
that builds from a general concept to a specific, applied philosophy in your 
teaching context. Justify your position by referencing other sources and logical 
argument. You may want to begin by surveying other approaches and then 
developing an argument supporting your approach. You will submit this paper 
on Canvas to share with the class prior to the final exam time. If you are 
choosing the paper option, a written outline of your paper is due on 11/5. 
 
Doctoral Students (DMA & PhD) 
Complete both of the following: 
 
1) A podcast (in the style of Philosophize This! (see above)) that focuses on the 
work of a single philosopher or philosophical school (outside of music 
education). You should provide an overview of that philosopher’s/school’s work 
and then apply it to your music education context. Give specific examples of 
the implications of this philosophy for music education philosophy and practice. 
You will submit this podcast on Canvas to share with the class prior to the final 
exam time. A written outline of your podcast is due on 11/5. 
 



-and- 
 
2) A paper of approximately 4000-4500 words that outlines your philosophy of 
music education as applied to your context. In this paper, you should explain in 
detail your philosophy, complete with citations and quotes where appropriate, 
that builds from a general concept to a specific, applied philosophy in your 
teaching context. Justify your position by referencing other sources and logical 
argument. You may want to begin by surveying other approaches and then 
developing an argument supporting your approach. You will submit this paper 
on Canvas to share with the class prior to the final exam time. A written outline 
of your paper is due on 11/5. 
 
Podcasts and papers will be graded on quality and persuasiveness of 
philosophical argument, contextualization of your philosophy within existing 
philosophies, quality and thoroughness of citations of supporting (or refuting) 
sources, and cohesiveness of ideas. Additionally, papers will be graded on 
grammar, style, and organization. 
 
Grading Scale: 
90%-100% A 
80%-89% B 
70%-79% C 
60%-69% D 
below 60% F 
 
Work Due Policy: 
No extensions will be given. 
 
***Special Note: I am always willing and able to consult with students on an 
individual basis concerning their work in this course or for any other reason. 
Philosophy is a challenging subject, so please feel comfortable about asking me 
for assistance. You may speak with me or email me anytime to setup an 
appointment. I am here for you and my main goal is your success! 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam [or specify alternative 
sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported to the Dean of Students (Office of Academic 
Integrity), who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the term “cheating" includes, but is not 
limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of 
sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out 
other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a faculty or 
staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a 



different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair 
advantage. The term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase or direct 
quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; and b. the 
knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of 
term papers or other academic materials.  
LINK:  https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/06.003.pdf 
 
STUDENT BEHAVIOR  
Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' opportunity to learn is 
unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional forum at UNT. Students engaging in 
unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of 
Students to consider whether the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations 
for student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, labs, discussion 
groups, field trips, etc.  
LINK:  Student Code of Conduct -  https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct 
 
ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT  
Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official communication from the 
university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account.  For more information, please visit the website that explains 
Eagle Connect.   
LINK:   eagleconnect.unt.edu/  
 
ODA STATEMENT  
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students 
seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Access (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a 
disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private 
discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA 
notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. 
Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty 
member prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the Office of Disability Access. 
LINK:  disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323) 
 
UNT Policy Statement on Diversity 
UNT values diversity and individuality as part of advancing ideals of human worth, dignity and academic excellence.  
Diverse viewpoints enrich open discussion, foster the examination of values and exposure of biases, help educate people 
in rational conflict resolution and responsive leadership, and prepare us for the complexities of a pluralistic society.  As 
such, UNT is committed to maintaining an open, welcoming atmosphere that attracts qualified students, staff, and faculty 
from all groups to support their success.  UNT does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, 
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status in its 
application and admission process, educational programs and activities, employment policies and use of university 
facilities. 
https://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/04.018_PolicyStateOnDiversity.pub8_.18_0.pdf 
 
2019-2020 Semester Academic Schedule (with Add/Drop Dates) 
https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-registration-guide 
 
Academic Calendar at a Glance, 2019-2020 
https://www.unt.edu/catalogs/2019-20/calendar 
 
Final Exam Schedule 
https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall 
 
Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress 
  
Graduates 
A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial aid. Students must 
maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully completing a required number of credit hours based 
on total registered hours per term. Music scholarships require a 3.5 cumulative GPA.  Students cannot exceed maximum 



timeframes established based on the published length of the graduate program.  If a student does not maintain the 
required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.    
 
If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the decision to do so may have the 
potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. It is recommended you schedule a meeting with an 
academic advisor in your college, an advisor in UNT-International or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships 
office to discuss dropping a course. 
LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap 
 
RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS  
Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of record. All records such 
as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the duration of the course are kept for at least 
one calendar year after course completion. Course work completed via the Blackboard/Canvas online system, including 
grading information and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to view 
your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to other individuals without the 
proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the university’s policy in accordance with those mandates. 
Link: http://ferpa.unt.edu/ 
 
COUNSELING AND TESTING 
UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor whose position includes 16 hours per week of 
dedicated service to students in the College of Music and the College of Visual Arts and Design.  Please visit the 
Center’s website for further information:  http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services.  For more 
information on mental health issues, please visit:  https://speakout.unt.edu. 
 
The counselor for music students is: 
Myriam Reynolds 
Chestnut Hall, Suite 311 
(940) 565-2741 
Myriam.reynolds@unt.edu 
 
ADD/DROP POLICY 
Please be reminded that dropping classes or failing to complete and pass registered hours may make you ineligible for 
financial aid.  In addition, if you drop below half-time enrollment you may be required to begin paying back your student 
loans.  After the 12th class day, students must first submit a completed “Request to Drop” form to the Registrar’s Office.  
The last day for a student to drop a class in Fall, 2019 is November 4th.  Information about add/drop may be found at:  
https://registrar.unt.edu/registration/fall-registration-guide 
 
ADD/DROP POLICY 
The University of North Texas has many resources available to students.  For a complete list, go to:  
https://www.unt.edu/sites/default/files/resource_sheet.pdf 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tentative Schedule 
 

8/27 Read: Mark, Music Education: Source Readings; What is Philosophy?; 
Why have a philosophy of music education?; A look at philosophical 
thoughts about music and music education over time; Introduction to 
logical fallacies; syllabus 

 
9/3 Read: Mark & Madura, Pivotal Events in the Contemporary 

Era/Intellectual Currents of the Contemporary Era, NAfME Music 
Standards; A brief history of music education in the United States; 
major philosophical trends; overview of philosophers/philosophies; 
philosophy vs. advocacy 

 
9/10  Read: Reimer, preface, Chs. 1, 2, & 3 
 
9/17  Read: Reimer, Chs. 4 & 5 
 
9/24  Read: Reimer, Chs. 6 & 7 
 
10/1  Read: Reimer, Chs. 8 OR 9 & 10 
 
10/8  Read: Elliott & Silverman, Preface, Chs. 1 & 2 
 
10/15  Read: Elliott & Silverman, Chs. 3 & 4 
 
10/22  Read: Elliott & Silverman, Chs. 5 & 6 
 
10/29  Read: Elliott & Silverman, Chs. 7 & 8 
 
11/5  Read: Elliott & Silverman, Chs. 9, 10, & 11 
 
11/12  Read: Elliott & Silverman, Chs. 12, 13, & 14 
 
11/19  Read: Allsup, Preface & Ch. 1 
 
11/26  Read: Allsup, Chs. 2 & 3 
 
12/3  Read: Allsup, Ch. 4 
 
12/10  Sharing of final papers/podcasts 
(Final Exam) 


